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-’Suppofing the Writer not to 


é 
~ 7 
i] 
. 


A 
4 


goes for nothing when *tis 
_ Only the Arrow's drawn to th’head, 


Whether it be a Swan or 
Phey level at: So Shepherds ufer- 


Lo fet the fame Mark on the Hip - 
their found and rotten Sheep. 


Hudibras. 


ame, LY OUGH ‘moft Things which are wrong 
jn their own Nature are at once confeffed 


‘fiom; yet there are fome, which as they 


hdve a dangerous Tendency,.a thinking Man will 
excufe on that very Account.. Among 
-ghefe I cannot but reckon ‘the common Praéttile of 
_ Dedications, which is of fo much the worfe Con- 

fequence; as ’tis generally ufed by People of Po- 


litenefs, and whom a Learned Education for the 
molt part ought to have infpired with nobler and 


jatter Sentiments. This Prottitution of Praife is 


not only a Deceit upon the Grofs of Mankind, 
who take their Notion of Charaers from the Learn-. 


ed; but alfo the better Sore muft by this means lofe 

fome part at leaft of that Defire of Fame- which is 
the Incentive to generous Actions, when they find 

’. it promifcuoufly beftowed on the Meritorious and - 
~ Undeferving: Nay, the Author himfelf, let him be | 
. fuppofed to have ever fo'true a Value for the Pa- 

| tron, can find no Terms.to exprefs it,. but. what 


have been already ufed, and rendered fufpedted by 
Flatterers. Even Truth itfelf in a Dedication is like 


an Honeft Man ina Difguife or Vizor-Mafque, and 
~ will appear a Cheat by being dreft folikeone. Tho’ 
. the Merit of the Perfon is beyond Difpute, I fee uo 
 reafon that becaufe one Man is eminent, therefore 
-. another has a right to be impertinent, and throw 
 Praifes in his\Face. ’Tis juft the Reverfe of the 

Prag@tife of the Ancient Romaxs, when a Perfon was 

advanced to Triumph for his Services: As they hircd 

People to.rail at him in that Circum 
“him as humble as they could, w 


e, to make 
‘have. Fellows to 
flatter him, and make him as Pfoud as they can. 
ercenary, yet the 


- great Manis no morein. reafon oblized to thank him 


tor his Pifture-in a Dedication, than to thank the 
Painter for that on a Sign-Poft; except it be a lefs 


‘Injury to. touch the moft Sacred Part of him,’ his. 
_ Chara&er, than to make free with hisCountenance ~ 
> only. 1 fhou’d think nothing juftified mein this 
point, but the Patron’s Permiffion before-hand, that” 
fhou’ddraw him as like cou’d; whereas moft 
Authors proceed in\this Affair juft as a Dawber I 
havé heard of, who not being able todraw Portraits 


after the Life, was ufed to paint Faces at random, 


(Price Two Pence.) 


5 and abfolv’d in that -fingle Word the Ca: 


in any Strain or Rant. As Beauty i 
‘that. Sex are ‘piqu’d upon,. they 
rally in amore elevated Style tha 


perfuade to be like them: To exprefs my Notion 


of the Thing in a Word: To fay more to a Man © 

than one thinks, with aProfpe& of Intereft, is dif 
-honeft; and without it, foolifh. And whoever has 

had Succefs in fuch an Undertaking, muft of ne-— 


' ceffity at once, think himfelf in his Heart a Knave 
_ forhaving done it, and his PatronaFool for having . 


believed it. | | 

I have fometimes been entertained with confider- 
ing Dedications in no very common Light. By . 
obferving what Qualities our Writers think it wil!) ~ 


be moft pleafing to others to compliment them. | 


with, one may form fome Judgment which afte moft — 


foto themfelves; and, in confequence, what fort of 


- People they are. Without this View one can read 
very few Dedications but will give us.caufe to 
wonder, either how fuch things came to be faid 


_at all, or how they were fgid to fuch Perfons? I 


have known an Hero complimented upon the 


¢ent Majefty ‘and State after Victory; 


and a Nobleman of a different CRara@er apptauded ~~ 


for his Condefcention: to Inferiors. This would 
have feemed very ftrange to me, but that I hap- 


pened to know. the Authors. He who made the - 
firft Compliment- was a lofiy Gentleman, whofe: 
Air and Gait difcovered when he had publifhed a 


-new Book ; and the other tippled every Night with> 


the Fellows who laboured at the Prefs while his 
own Writings were working off. ’Tis obfetvable 
of the Female Poets and Ladies Dedicatory; 
that. here (as elfewhere ) they far exceed us 
the thing 
of it gene- 
is ufed 
the Men. They adore in the fame manner as they — 
would be adored. So when the Authorefs of a fa- 


Modern Romance begs a young Nobleman’s 
-Permiffion to pay him her Kzeeling Adorations, I 


am far from cenfuring the Expreffion, as fomeCri- 


ticks would:do,.as deficient in Grammar orSence; 
but [ refleét, that Adorations paid in that Potture are 


what a Lady might expect berfelf, aud my Wonder | 


immediately ceafes. Thefe, when they flatter moft, 
do but as they wouldbe doneunto; for asnoneare 


-fo mych concerned at being injured by Calumnies, — 
thoy who are readieft to caft them upon their 


Neighbours; {0 “tis certain, none ate fo guilty of - 


} 
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It matters not how falfe or fore’t; 
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